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We have seen his star in the East, and have come
to worship him.
Matthew 2.2
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Star of the East
I am a bit of a geek (ok, more than a bit) as I like science, astronomy and God forbid, computers! I follow all the space
probes that NASA has launched, and I have bookmarked each probe’s website, so I can visit regularly. I was
mesmerized by Cassini at Saturn and Ingenuity (the helicopter) on Mars. I look forward to humanity’s eventual return to
the moon. In the stillness of a cold winter night, I like to drive north-east of the city to watch the night sky, and I have
booked a cottage for early April 2024 so I can have a front row seat for a total solar eclipse. How’s that for geekiness!
Not surprisingly I have often wondered about the Christmas Star, what it was that so captured the Magi’s attention they
were willing to embark on a dangerous journey to a distant land. Matthew’s gospel, the only one to make mention of the
star and the Magi, simply states, “after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem.” Matthew also states it was during the reign of King Herod. With good archeological records we can place
this period accurately. Now this is where my astronomical geekiness kicks in.
In the sky at that time the planet Jupiter (representing kingship) drew close to the planet Venus (regarded as the mother
of the Augustus family), not once but twice. This is known as a conjunction. On the second time when these two
planets appeared close together, it occurred near the bright star Regulus (considered the Royal Star) and all this
occurred in the constellation of Leo, which in astrological terms is considered the Lion of Judah. So, for those Magi, if
they were astrologers, when they saw this sign in the eastern sky (at its rising, as Matthew writes) they interpreted it to
mean a king of the Jews was born and a new empire was about to be initiated. They journeyed to Jerusalem, the holy
city of the Jewish people. There after encountering King Herod and his scholars did the Magi learn of a prophecy about
a birth to occur in Bethlehem of Judea.
It is fascinating to know all of this, but for this geek, who also happens to be a priest, reducing the story of the star to a
mere triple conjunction diminishes the significance of the Magi’s journey and of course, of the birth of our Saviour itself.
So, despite all the scientific stuff, I feel that the same God who sent angels to sing to some dirty shepherds, could just
as easily lit up the sky with a mysterious star that somehow moved. No scientific explanation accounts for the
movement of this star that Matthew writes about. Why not a slowly moving star, guiding those who seek to learn of its
significance on a journey toward yet another mystery – the Incarnation, God made flesh.
Throughout the coming weeks as we move into the season of Epiphany, we will glimpse many “manifestations” of our
Lord. We will begin with the story of his baptism and the appearance of a dove and the sound of a voice. From there
we will be on the shore of the Sea of Galilee and hear Isaiah’s words of a light shining in the darkness and see the effect
of those words on the first disciples. By month’s end we will hear our Lord speak of how God understands the world, in
the language of the Beatitudes. Until then, as this is the last Standard for several weeks, enjoy the manifestation
season – epiphany. Follow that star and discover the child anew in your personal lives.
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This Week at St. George’s
February will begin with a return visit to our Lord’s first week of life, as we celebrate Candlemas as we discover the
insight both Simeon and Anna received when seeing the child Jesus with his mother.
Until then, as this is the last Standard for several weeks, enjoy the manifestation season – epiphany. Follow that
star and discover the child anew in your personal lives.
Blessings
Fr. Richard

The Flowers
at the altar are given to
the Glory of God

and in loving memory of
my husband Robert by
Patricia Cross.

Mid-week Service of Holy
Communion

The mid week service of Holy
Communion continues each Thursday
at 10.00 am in the chapel, followed
by a time of discussion.
Please join us.

Annual Vestry
The annual meeting of Vestry is
scheduled for Sunday, February
26, 2023. All parish groups/
committees are asked to submit a
report to be included in the
convening circular. Reports must

be received in the office by
February 3, 2023.

Parish Selection Committee Prayer
Dear Lord, we pray for you to be moving in the hearts of the selection committee as they search for the priest you are calling to our
parish. We pray for you to be moving in the heart of the priest you
are calling. Prepare us, Lord, and keep us strong as we wait, caring for each other and nourishing each other. We ask this, Creator,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the power of your Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen.

St. George’s has a YouTube channel
As we work toward a strong online presence, Fr. Richard has
established a YouTube channel, where we will post a recording of
our Sunday service and other services of importance. While this is
not a livestream, where you watch the event in real time, our
intent is to post the most recent service within 48 hours. We are
still refining the means of recording, editing, and uploading, so be
patient as we do so.
To see the videos, use your computer and go to YouTube. In
their search box type St. George’s Memorial Anglican Church and
this will take you to a page listing all the St. George’s Churches.
Click on our link to go to our channel. Click videos, select the one
you want to watch and enjoy!
You may now visit our website www.stgeorgesmemorial.org and
click on the link under Youtube Channel.

This Week at St. George’s
THE ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER

Readings for :
January 8, 2023
Isaiah 60.1-6
Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3.1-12
Matthew 2.1-12
January 15, 2023
Isaiah 42.1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10.34-43
Matthew 3.13-17
January 22, 2023
Isaiah 9.1-4
Psalm 27.1, 5-13
1 Corinthians 1.10-18
Matthew 4.12-23
January 29, 2023
Micah 6.1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1.18-31
Matthew 5.1-12

JANUARY 8, 2023
World
The clergy and people of the Church of
the Province of Myanmar
Diocese
Peterborough Deanery

JANUARY 15, 2023
World
The clergy and people of the Church of
Nigeria (Anglican Communion)
Diocese
Territorial Archdeacons and Canon
Administrator of the Diocese of Toronto

The Servers Guild

Diocese
The Canadian Council of Churches
Oshawa Deanery
The clergy and people of
St. Paul, Uxbridge
St. George’s Families
Fitches - Greenaway

Oshawa Deanery
The clergy and people of
Christ Memorial, Oshawa
St. George’s Families
Browne - Cross

Oshawa Deanery
The clergy and people of
St. George Memorial, Oshawa
St. George’s Families
Daley - Fergusson

JANUARY 22, 2023
World
The clergy and people of the Church of
North India (United)

JANUARY 29, 2023
World
The clergy and people of the Church of
Pakistan (United)
Diocese
Christ Church, Kettley
Oshawa Deanery
The clergy and people of
St. Thomas, Brooklin
St. George’s Families
Hagopian - Jamieson
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"The Servers Guild is looking for fellow parishioners
to join in the ministry of serving at the 10am service.
This is a wonderful opportunity to become involved in
ministry, and also a very rewarding way to worship.
Training is provided. For further information please
contact Cassandra Duncan at 905- 995-0172

Sidespersons Association
The Sidespersons Association is very much in need of
new members. If you would like to be part of this
worth while ministry, please phone Kaye Michaux 905434-8307 or speak to her at the end of the 10:00 am
service.

Please prayerfully consider joining this ministry."

The Chancel Guild

The Chancel Guild is looking for fellow parishioners to
join in this ministry.
At this time, we have only five members, working on
a three-week rotation.
Our duties include setting up for services, changing
frontal colours when required, hand washing/ironing
of the small linen. Training will be provided.
This is a gratifying behind-the-scenes ministry. If
interested, please contact myself or any member of
the Chancel Guild (Barb Wotton, Margaret LaPierre,
Norma Chapman-Holder, Marilyn Glover).
Pat Heffering

905 576 8288

After Church Refreshments and Fellowship
Please join us in the lower parish hall for refreshments
and fellowship following the 10am service.
We very much thank those who have joined THE TEAM
to help with set-up, bringing a light snack and clean-up!
Many hands make light work! We are still looking for a
few more people to join us! Please contact SHELLEY
KOSSATZ 905-404-3089 or
smkossatz@gmail.com if you are interested in helping!!

This Week at St. George’s
Choral Evensong

Note of Thanks

Sunday February 5, 2023 at 4.00 pm

From your Church Wardens, we want to extend our
note of gratitude for all those who work tirelessly at
St. George’s to support our ministries and grow the
Body of Christ in our community. You have been a
vital part of our growth as a church and we
continuously hold you in our prayers.

Please join us for this service of choral evensong for
Candlemas sung by our choir under the direction of
Carmine Lappano.

The Mitten Tree
Thank you to all who donated to the mitten tree.
All will be delivered between our two schools in January. Also Marg and I would like to thank Shirley
van Buren, Natalie Precoor, and especially my
daughter Michelle and our sexton William, without
whose help this couldn’t have happened. Thank
you so much.
Donna and Marg

May God be with you always by your side and may
he give you the strength and spirit to carry on your
labour of love.
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon you,

Tract Rack
Parish Priest Selection Process
Thanks to everyone who participated in our Parish
Consultation Sunday. Together we shared ideas
about our future and the qualities we desire in our
‘420 WING
next incumbent.
The committee will take this valuable information
and incorporate it into the Parish Profile which will
be completed early 2023. We will continue to provide updates as we move forward.
Blessings to you all.

Canada Helps
St. George’s is now registered with Canada Helps, an
online Registered Charity and Social Enterprise.
The Donate Now button is located on the website
under Connect with Us.
Donations made through Canada Helps come
directly to St. George’s, but receipts will
be issued by Canada Helps. Of course,
we still accept e-transfers, cheques and
cash, but this is a secure and convenient
method for those who prefer it.

There is a selection of pamphlets are available in
the tract rack at the back of the church near the
Bagot St entrance. Please help yourself to any that
are of interest to you.

Parking
As most everyone has noted, the Athol Street
parking lot is no longer available.
Accessible parking is available in front of the church
on Centre Street. Sunday parking is also available in
the lot at the back of the church (off Bagot Street),
on Bagot Street and across from the Oshawa Public
Library (65 Bagot Street.)
Please note weekday parking is available at the back
of the church in spots 14 - 17 only.

Support for Ukrainians
in Durham Region
Those wishing to support Ukrainians in Durham
Region may do so by following this link:
https://supportukrainians.ca/durham/

