
 1 

 

 

 

 
 

 

May 3, 2026 May 10, 2026 

A Mother’s Day Message from Alvardo: 
 

Every year around this time we pause, give thanks, and show appreciation for mothers. Indeed, 

motherhood is a gift and a blessing, and it is even more so a gift to the people with a mother or mother 

figure in their life.  And yet, even as we celebrate Mother's Day it is still hard to put into words how much 

mothers mean to each of us.  After all, how is it humanly possible to put into words all the love and 

support a mother gives to her child over the years? 
 

For most of us, it is hard to imagine what our life would be like without our moms. Their love, 

encouragement, support, advice and, yes, correction, have helped shape the way we look at the world 

and the way we relate to others. In most cases they were our first teachers, and we were “schooled” in 

the arms of their embrace. At the same time, there are those among us who never had the chance to 

experience the loving presence of their mother, either because of early death or some other difficult 

circumstance.  In either case, Mother’s Day gives rise to memories, thoughts and emotions that influence 

us in the present. It is good to pay attention to them. 
 

If you are fortunate enough to have your mom still, whether near or far, don’t miss the opportunity to let 

her know you love her and that you are grateful for all the love she has given you.  Say it.  Tell her.  Hold 

her tight, literally or in your heart. 
 

But allow me to use some words from Maggie Pittman in a poem entitled "Her Hands" to explain the 

warmth, care, love, and appreciation I believe we all feel for mothers. 
 

Maggie wrote: 
        

   Her hands held me gently from the day 

   I took my first breath. 

   Her hands helped to guide me as 

   I took my first step. 

   Her hands held me close when the tears 

   would start to fall. 

   Her hands were quick to show me that she 

   would take care of it all. 
 

What a feeling, what an expression! I take this time to say Happy Mother's Day to all mothers and to all 

people who are guardians and have the care for a child or children.  May this day be filled with joy and 

peace, and may God bless you in the many ways that you have blessed us. 
 

With love and blessing, 

Fr. Alvardo 

St. George’s Standard 
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St. George Memorial Church  
51 Centre St. S. Oshawa ON L13Z9  

 

www.stgeorgesoshawa 

905-723-7875     church@stgeorgesoshawa.org 

Givings through E-TRANSFER 
 

Please use the email address  
treasurer@stgeorgesoshawa.org 

Security Question— church  
Security Answer—givings 

 
Please include your full name and  

address in your etransfer if you wish  
to receive a tax receipt. 

Church Wifi 

The GUEST network is Church Hall and the 

password is 9057237875. 

Readings 
 

May 3, 2026 
 Acts 27:55-60 
 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 John 14:1-14  
 
May 10, 2026 

 Acts 17:22-31 
 Psalm 66:7-18 
 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 John 14:15-21 

Church Leadership 

Bishop of Toronto: The Rt Rev. Andrew Asbil 

Suffragan Bishop: The Rt Rev. Riscylla Shaw 

Suffragan Bishop: The Rt Rev. Kevin Robertson 

Incumbent: The Rev. Dr. Alvardo Adderley  

Curate: The Rev. Rajini Lyman 

Honourary Assistant: The  Rev. Janet Stephens 

Director of Music: Carmine Lappano 

Sexton: William Erwin 

Rector’s Warden: Barb Wotton 

People’s  Warden: Shelley Kossatz 

Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dan Mongrain 

Deputy People`s Warden: Betty Hogeterp & 
           Johan van’t Hof  

Parish Administrator: Sharon Jones, ODT 

Bookkeeper: Zsofia Halmai 

Envelope Secretary: Barb Callery  

Treasurer: Shannon Bott 

Office Hours 
Tuesday-Thursday 9am-2PM 

 

Weely Worship Services 
 

Sunday 8:15 AM Said Eucharist 

  10:00 AM Choral Eucharist 

  Laying on of Hands & Anointing  

  (1st Sunday of the month) 
 

Tuesday 8:00 AM Morning Prayer on Zoom 
 

Wednesday 8:00 AM Morning Prayer on Zoom 

  6:30 PM Morning Evening Prayer 
 

Thursday 8:00 AM Morning Prayer on Zoom 

  10:00 AM Said Eucharist & Faith Talk 

Memorial Flowers  

Placed on Altar 
 

 

 

‘Order Forms’ are located at the back of the 
church or at the church office if you wish to 
place flowers on the altar in memory of a loved 
one. Requests and funds must be received at 
least 2 weeks prior to placement. Forms must 
be returned to the church office or placed on 
the offertory plate. Thanks so much! 

mailto:church@stgeorgesoshawa.org
mailto:TREASURER@STGEORGESOSHAWA.ORG
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Happy Mother’s Day 

May 3, 2026 
 

Help me to overcome trials with joy, knowing they produce steadfastness. 

Please grow the fruit of the Spirit within me—love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Transform 

me into Your image with ever-increasing glory. Amen. 
 

May 10, 2026  
 

Lord, may I always remember that the wisest and the strongest are not 

always the greatest in your sight. May I remember, too, that everything I 

have is yours, and at any moment, you could take them all away. Amen. 

God Bless 

 Mothers, Grandmothers,  

and those like Mothers to us 

Prayer of the Week 

Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them Oh Lord 
 

Marilyn Bowers (April  28, 2026) 

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of our dear friend, Marilyn 

Bowers. Marilyn was a lifelong member of St. George’s and an active participant 

in many of its groups. She was especially known for her dedication to the Sunday 

School and the Anglican Church Women (ACW). Her kindness, and commitment 

to her community will be deeply missed by all who knew her. 

Visitation will be held at the Oshawa Funeral Home, 847 King Street West, 

Oshawa, Ontario L1J 2L4 (905-721-1234) on Wednesday, May 6, from 1:00 pm 

until the funeral service in the chapel at 2:00 pm. Interment at Mount Lawn 

Cemetery 21 Garrard Rd, Whitby, Ontario L1N 3K4 following chapel service. 

Reception to follow.  

Rev Ted Bartlett (April 20, 2026) 

The Rev. Theodore Bartlett  passed away on April 20, 2026. Ordained deacon and 

priest in 1993, he served as Assistant Curate of St. Matthew, Islington, and Incumbent 

of Holy Trinity, Ajax. He served as Interim Priest-in-Charge at St. Georges in  2017. 

His funeral will be held at 1:00pm on Saturday, May 23, 2026 at All Saints, Whitby. 
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Excerpts from the sermon by Peter Misiaszek 

Director of Stewardship Development, Diocese of Toronto 

Imagine, for a moment, if this church began charging admission. It would feel wrong imme-
diately, because something deeply in us knows that the Church is not a place you pay to 

enter. It is a place you are invited into. A place of grace. A place where the doors are open, because God 
has been generous to us. And so, every Sunday, the doors remain open…. every seat is free…anyone may 
come. 
 

If no one pays to come in, how does the Church remain open? The answer is profoundly simple: Because 
those who sit in the seats choose to take part in sustaining what happens here.  
 

In the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus says: “Freely you have received; freely give.” 
That is the rhythm of the Christian life. We receive first. We are welcomed, forgiven, fed, and formed - 
without cost. But that grace is never meant to end with us. It is meant to move through us. We are not 
customers of the Church; we are stewards of what God is doing through it. 
 

Think about what you have received here at St. George’s Memorial Church. A place to pray when life 
feels overwhelming. A community that gathers around you in times of grief. A voice that speaks hope 
when the world feels uncertain. Moments of beauty, of stillness, of truth. 
These are not small things. And it is important to say clearly: this place belongs to us. This is your church. 
This is your home. Your presence strengthens this parish. Your faith enriches it. And your place here is 
not temporary or secondary - it is fully and joyfully yours. 
 

In a world that often feels transactional - where everything has a price - this place stands as something 
different. A sign of God’s kingdom. A reminder that grace cannot be bought. And yet, while grace is free, 
the ministry that carries it is not without cost. The Apostle Paul writes in his second letter to the Corin-
thians: 
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” Giving is not just about supporting the Church—it is about shaping 
our hearts and aligning our lives with God’s purposes. 
 

Here is a simple way to begin or grow: 
• If you’ve never given, consider starting with 1% of your income. 

• If you already give, consider increasing by 1%. 
 

Just one percent. 
It may seem small, but it is meaningful. It is a step from watching to participating. A way of saying, “I be-
lieve in what God is doing here.” 
In practical terms, even a small increase across the parish could make a significant difference—helping to 
strengthen and sustain this community. 
So the invitation is simple: take a step. Make a commitment that is steady and intentional - perhaps 
through pre-authorized giving - so it becomes part of your regular practice. 
Because the Church is not sustained by intention alone, but by people who respond and take part. 
Every seat is free. But the mission of the Church depends on those who sit in them. 
Take your step. Give your one percent. And trust that God will use it in ways we cannot yet see. 
 

Continues on next page 
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Parish Measures Against Diocesan Benchmarks (2025) 

Diocese of Toronto 

Plate giving 70% of parish operating revenue 
Average gift per giver is $1844 
At least 50% of givers use PAG 
Rental, fundraising and investment income of ~ 30% 
Each parish is encouraged to do annual giving campaign 
5% of total revenue committed to outreach 
Parishes have a web presence with virtual services 
 

St. George Memorial 

Plate giving is 68% of parish operating revenue 
Average gift per giver is about $1400 
PAG is at 40% 
Rental income is only 7% of budget 
About 1% is committed to Outreach. 
FWs has no profile at St. George 
Website is up to date and offers on-line worship 

Growing Healthy Stewards at St George’s 

We Need You 

St. George’s is beginning a Growing Healthy Stewards journey—an invitation to deepen our faith, strength-

en our community, and respond to God’s call together.  
 

This is more than a program; it is an opportunity to listen, to grow, and to take part in the life and mission 

God is shaping among us. 
 

We invite you to prayerfully consider where you might be called to serve. If you feel drawn to be part of 

this work, please speak with Barb Wotton or Father Alvardo. With grateful hearts, we give thanks to those 

who have already put their names forward. 
 

We invite you to prayerfully consider increasing your givings. 
 

Let’s begin the 1% challenge NOW 

• If you’ve never given, consider starting with 1% of your income. 
• If you already give, consider increasing by 1%. 
 

How you Can Give 

Pre-authorized Giving 
Through PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) automatic debits are withdrawn from your bank ac-
count.  Once you fill out the PAG form, your gift will be withdrawn from your bank account auto-
matically. PAG forms are available from the back of the church or by contacting the church office 
church@stgeorgesoshawa.org . 

 

Cheque or cash 
 

E-Transfer 
Email ‘treasurer@stgeorgesoshawa.org’ 
Security Question – Church                 Security Answer – Givings 
Please indicate any special donation info in the messages box. Thank You   

mailto:church@stgeorgesoshawa.org
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Saturday May 2, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

St George’s proudly opens its doors once again as part of a wider 

celebration….  ‘Doors Open Ontario/Doors Open Oshawa’ … See link below! 

https://www.oshawa.ca/explore-play/city-events/doors-open-oshawa/ 

From 10am to 4pm, we at St George’s are planning, preparing and looking for 

volunteers to be part of this day! Carmine and guest organists Robin, Linda, 

Gerald and Johan will play throughout the day. Deborah and guest chimer 

Gerald will play and our building will be open to visitors to wander, tour, sit 

and listen. 

If you are interested in helping that day, please sign the volunteer list at the 

back of the church or contact Shelley at 905-404-3089 or 

smkossatz@gmail.com 

Looking forward to another wonderful day, sharing our space with our great 

community! 

https://www.oshawa.ca/explore-play/city-events/doors-open-oshawa/%20
mailto:smkossatz@gmail.com
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Private Property Signs 

Over the past few weeks, we have had several discussions with the City of Oshawa 

regarding the gatherings and inappropriate activities occurring on the steps of our 

church. At the City’s request, we have posted signage asking individuals not to 

congregate on our steps.  

 

Zumba is a popular Latin-inspired FUN exercise / dance fitness program  
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Back in stock get yours now!  Available on Sundays  

or from the church office. 

 

“Voices from the Pew” is  on sale at the church office for $15 dollars (please call for 

more information or an order (905) 723-7875 or email 

church@stgeorgesoshawa.org) proceeds from the book will go towards our Out-

reach Ministry, as we continue to be God’s light and presence within the diaspora 

of Oshawa.  
 

Rev. Dr. Alvardo Adderley  
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Mark your calendars!  

• May 2, 2026 Doors Open Oshawa - 10 AM to 4:00 PM 

• May 5, 2026 Bible Study - 6:00 PM in the Peasgood Gallery 

    All are encouraged to come as we use this as an opportunity to 

    learn from one another. 

• May 7, 2026 Prayer Shawl Group - 10:30 AM in the Peasgood Gallery 

• May 9, 2026 Organ Recital 4:00 PM, Evensong 4:30 PM 

• May 12, 2026 Bible Study - 6:00 PM in the Peasgood Gallery 

    All are encouraged to come as we use this as an opportunity to 

    learn from one another. 

• May 14, 2026 Prayer Shawl Group - 10:30 AM in the Peasgood Gallery 

• May 30, 2026 ZUMBA class - 10:00 AM Lower Parish Hall ($10:00 at the door) 

    All are WELCOME! 

     

 


